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Extending its forage wagon line-up, Strautmann, distributed in the UK by
Opico, has added a new 02 Series version of its popular Giga Vitesse forage
wagon. To find out more, Farmers Guardian put the new machine to work.

A wagon load of features

niroduced for the 2021 sca-
som, Strawtmann’s latest (2
Scrics {iga Vitesse forage
wazon builds om the suecess
of the D1 Serics and offers
several new features, not beast the
use of innovative plastic pickup
tines and dever automated systems.
Effectively, compared to the (]
machines, evervthing in fromt of
the “box’ is new on the 02, all with
the oltimate sim of providing
more throughput. This said, due
woits narrower front-end, the 0lis
still very much a popular choice
for those who need to negotiate
tight gatcways and narmow lancs.
In terms of wagen offering, the
new 02 modds will run alongside
the current O machines, piving 2
total of seven modds in the Giga
Vitesse family: 0] Serics ranges
from 20 to 42cum (actual vol-
umc) capacitics and 02 Scrics
Frosm 34 to 42cnm.
T'o find out more about the new

firm’s most popular capacity ma-

chine, 2 Jdeum 3602 modd, in a
camc courtesy of Massey Ferpus-

oninFarmery Guerddan, Juby 2.

012 Serics wagon, we mied out the §

decent eropof first cut grass. Power

DRAWEAR AND DRIVELINE

STARTING at the from of the
meaching, the resy 02 model pers a
narmower drawbar companad to
the 0. This has boen designesd to
accormmadate [anger tractors and
their tyres, enabling a tehter turmn.

And wetth a nesr 300hp tractor
swinging of the front of our test
meaching, we can confirm that
there is planty of space arcund
the drawbar, helping a lot with
manoeuvrability in tight cormers
and anound the yard.

I achelition, the first portion of
the pto has also bean shortened,
now supported by a bearing. This
keeps the pto mora within the
confimes of the drawbar's width,
reducing the chances of damage
during tight turms.

Apart frorm one small chein to
the pickup, o drive on the wagon

onsnew 35 265 tractor, ssreported | Sl
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i shaft and pearbos. From the po,
via a protective cam-ciulch, this
coes power take a 90-doprea turn
from the front of tho machine and
cent to the right hand side. From
hera, & pearbox drives the fead
rotor and Continuous Flow System
(CFS) roller. Should the pearbeox
fail, it can usefully be removed

wiithout heving to split the chacsie,
Firorm the left-hand end of the CFS
reller, ashort chain takes power o
the pickup recl And that isit iz a
reassuringhy simple, robust drveling,
said o be e to handie planty of
power. & shafl can also ba sant o
e ress firooers e Py s,
iF thea beater option ks tickad,

PICKUP REEL

AT thie business end of the
rmachine is a 2.25-metre, carn-
less pickup real featuring a doubis
crop press roller. But this is
wehere comention ends, as our
test mode came with
Strautrnani’s Fiesdoad pickup
option featuring plectic tines,
avvailable on 02 models, Itlooks a
bit radical, but it makes a huge
amount of sonse.

Rather than a comsntional
stesd tine arramnsament, Fadoad's
plastic tines aromounted ona
barral inside the pickup roeal, with
steed bands in Detwean the tines.

Tines ara arranged In a series
of stappered banks, designed o
provida an evon crop flow into
the mrsachine, whibe baing better
ableto cope with Bghter, multi-
Ciits of grass,

Thia firrn experimented with
o hedi tire arrangarment which
spiralled ounaards from the
centre of the pickup, but kghtor
crops had a tendency to 'roll
outwards and not stay on the
tines. This now, stapped
arrargament of mukiple min-
bartks solwas this isoes, and it
showecl

The plastic tines ara aleo less
prone to picking up stones; while
tires are rigid from front to back, 1o
heruda hesnsy crops of grass, they
can fle sideweanys, which helps
thern aroid picking Lp stones,

Mairitenancs has also beon

thowght about; the tines can
simply ba boladiunbolted wath
the stoal bands in place. As for
longeity, Strautmann reports
that it has not had to changza any
of s new type tines as of yet
on its machines.

In operation, the bigsest thing
WU NOtioe is the mear slent
running of the pickup. You have to
achusaly ook io seeif the machine
is runnings. In addition, the plastic
tirees providad a very clean
pickup, even aarly in the morming
withra haavy dew. The piclag’s
decent width alzo helps alotin
cormers, though you can stil pet
siray lumps of prass caught
under the jockey wheels, if vou
are not paying attention.

Adjustable

Jockey wheels are pin-
adjustable, to help match the
pickup to the conditions. Also
helping the pickup to follow
ground contours ks its ahility to
pivot from side to side, a5 well a2
up and down. An optional pround
foliowing roller can also be
spacifiad, which ks positionad
undertbehind the pickup.

A vl s the Fledoad plastic
tirue option, more comentional
st tinas can also be spacified,
swhiich oo with plactic: bards.
Effectivaly, with either aption,
Freital Peeviar COMmes in contact
with metal, reducing wear.

B Test model: Strautmann Giga
Vitessa CFS 3602

B Capacity: 3cu.m {actmal volume)
E Medium compression
capacity: 64Acum

B Unladen weight: 9,300k

B Maximum gross weight:
22,000k

B Tyres: 710/50 R20.5

W Helghtz 4,000mm

N Length: 9.420mm

B Width to outside of tyre: 2 810mm
B Pichkup width: 2,250mm

B Mumber of knives: 44

B Theoretical chop length: 35mm
B Minimum power required: 145hp
¥ Fitted features [as tested):
Steal floor, dual ainhydraulic brakes,
auto-lock rear steering, Vredestein
tyres and Flexioad pickup

B Retail price (as tested):
£104,588
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CROP FLOW

CONTINUING the crop flow, behind
the pickup is Strautmann’s famous
CFS roller. Providing two jobs,
CFS keeps crop flowing from the
pickup to the feed rotor and does
not rely on the need o force’ crop
through to keep it going.

It also featunes an oubwardly
spiralling pattern which distributes
crop across the full width of the
machine, providing a more oven
feed into the rotor and through
the knife bank. In doing so0, the
wagon's box fills up more eventy,
making the most of load space,
and it is said to have a noticeable
effect on knife wear, with a more
even wearing of knives across the
width of the knife bank.

Lintil your see CFS working,
you cannot actually beliove the

difference it makes, especially in
lighter crops where it is crucial to
get an even feed across the width
of the wapgon. This said, a good
rake person always helps.

Wider

Compared to the 01 which
featuras a 1.64-metre fead rotor,
the 02 brings with it a wider 2.1m
rotor with integrated flighting at
aither and to bring the crop
inwards. And with the CFS roller
spreading the crop out and the
rotor flights bringing the edges in,
again, this all contributes toa
more evenly fillad load.

Thea 840mm diameter feed
rotor features a halical pattemn
with Hardox tips. These can ba
replaced with fresh weld-on tips.

KNIFE BANK

FROM this year, both the 71 and
(02 wiill get the firm's new Exact Cut
knifie bank, featuring 44 kmives for
the 02 and 45 for the 01. This
provides both machines with a
theoratical chop length of 35mm.

A= with afl forage wapons, quality
of cut always depends on how the
cropis presented o the feed rotor
and knives.

In our case, just from mowing
with a mowerconditioner and
raking three in to one, with the
central swath effectively left

DOOR

FILLING SYSTEM

DURING filling, cropis pushed
vertically up the headboard. At the

topis a pivoting flap which holds
the crop as vertical as possible, to
help achimwe an even fill,
Imtegrated into this flap ame
moveable tines. Thosoact as
sensors which tell the floor when
to move, if used in automatic mode.
A= the tines are pushed upwands,
the floor moves in proportion.
Load density can then be altered
wia the Smart 50 control terminal
in the cab and cnthe go; the
greater the density, the loss the

fioor will move to get mone load
squeczed in. For really wet stuff,
this can be dialled back to 2030
per cent. For us, in fairly dry
conditions, we had it set around
the 79/80 per cent mark. The main
limiting factor is the tractor's
power and what it can handle.

It i= a systerm which works well,
resulingin a protty oven load from
front to back. When the load hits
the back door, you thon have throe
soconds to manually move the
fioor a bit further, allowing you to
pack morsin.
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AT the rear of the machine closing, this is repeated in reverse,
iz a proper locking back door. with the rame pulling the door down
According to the manufacturer, into the locked position.
this is mone reliable on this size Integrated into the door are LED
of machine than up and over moad ights, which feamure Knight
canvas-based doors. Ful metal Rider-style' indicator lights. Working
doors also add to the wagon's light= can also be programmed to
structure and strength, come on automatically, when
When opening, a clever reversing at the clamp, for eample.
tydraulic ram systom soos the #= an option, the machine can
doar iifted vertically off thelocking . be specified with a rear, side
mechanism, before itis opened discharge comeeyor, useful for
I outwardsbackwands. When 70D Erazing situgtions.
TYRES AND RUNNING GEAR
UINDERNEATH the machine, theGiga  load, which look slightly bent
Vitesse rides on IS0 R265tyms when the maching is empty, but
&= standard. Larger and smallor straighten out when lnaded.
tyres can be spocified, but the Active and passive rear whoal
manufactrer ssysitwasdesipgned  steering systemoptions ancalso
spedifically with 710 tyres in-mind, available. Ours came with the latter
Whoels and axles ane mounted which did a fine job of maximising the
on a sprung bogie chassis. ks pivot  wagon's manoewuvrability, espocially
point is below the axdes, which around the vard, It alsofeatres an
makes the machine easier o pull automatic locking systom, which is
on softer ground, accordingtothe adiivated when the wagondetect=s a
manufacturer. Thene is the option MEVErEing motion.
of hydro-pneumsatic suspension, You can al=o programme
but the uptake of this is vory the rear axde to lock in certain
minimal, says the manufacturer. siuations, too, such as when the
Axdos are also pre-stressed, to empiying mode or when the road
mode i= selected.

take into acoount the expected

untouched by the rake, chop quality
on the whole was pood. The test
farm certainky had no complaints.

Protection

Stone protection on the knife bank
has been well thought about, which
soes rubber knuckles used o allow
the knife to completely ‘ripout’. This
is opposed to many systems which
use spring pressure. With these
systems, akhough the knife is
allowed to move backwards out
theway of an obiect, the constant

pressure from the springs means the
object rides all the way upthe knife,
often resultingin broken knife tips.
Strautmann's complete trip out
system avoids this riding effoct,
maaning knives stay in bottor
condition for longer. When a knife
does trip out, if the crop s light, itwill
refurn straight back to its position,
Failing this, a brief pause inwork wil
SO0 it e, OF you can just keep
ploughing onto the headiand, where
it will then have a chance to returm.
When a knife is tripped out, an alert

shows on the control terminal.

Knives ame aso double-odged,
allowing you to spin them around and
usa the other side. They am alsovery
easy to get in and out, and the whole
knife: bank can be adjusted closer or
further away from the chopping
rotor, adapting to knife wear. Itis abit
like adjusting a concave on a forager,
asthe knives wear.

In addition, there = alsoa lot
more space undar the knives now,
allowing debris to fall through and
avioid building up.

FLOOR

UNLIKE many forage wagon
manufacturers, Strautmann has
steadfastly avoided going down
the sloping floor route.

It say= you pet a better feed of
crop into the wagon without it, with
a more straight line flow of crop
upwards, which is where you want
the cropto go, not backwarnds into
an already compressed crop. This
puts less load on the chain floor, it
adds, and keeps the pressure on
the rotor, making the machine
easier to drive.

Maintenance

From a maintenance point of view,
this also creates more space
urder the front of the wagon to
gat at the knife bank. And when
the drawhbar is ralsed, there is
plenty of room undermaath.

This said, you could also arpue
that Strautmann needs this
space because it does not have
a fold-out knife bank. Again,
the manufacturer counters this,

saying that a fold out bank just
adds to a machine's complexity,
and that its system is simple and
refiable. It is alzo not interested in
suromated sharpening systoms,
prefeming to have a decent knife
protection mechanism which
extends overall wear ratos.

On 02 models, a sted fioor is
standard, as are flat link chainz.
For greater reliability and
simplicity, the firm has gpone back
to manual chain tension
adjustment, done with screws
undemeath the wagon.

To protect the floor chains
when emptying. the two-spoed
left and right floor maotors at the
rear of the machine start in a low
specd. Aftor a fow seconds, you
can then activate full emptying
spoed, unless it still dotects too
much load on the chains. For the
most part, the wagon will
normally et you press the ‘fast
forward' button after a few

CONTROL

MNEW Muller electronics are a
feature on 02 models, which
brings with it the now l=oBus
Smart 570 control terminal,

octernal buttons for drawbar

adjustment and knife bank control,

and automatic drawbar levelling.

Controls ane realty seif-
explanatory and easy to use,
thanks to four automatic modes
to step through as you use the
machine; road to field, loading,
road to clamp and unload modes.

Each mode can al=o be tailored,
allowing you to pre-program
cortain features to come onor
off with each mode selection,
such as lighting, mear axle locking
and hydraulic lock-our,

‘When each mode is selected,
the drawbar also puts itself inthe
correct position; low for filling,

leve! for transport and high for
emptying.

We tried both the maching's
own control terminal and running
it through the tractor’s terminal. In
both instances, what is displayed
on the screen is identical, making
it zasy to switch from one to the
aother. If your tractor is capable,
you can also assign some of the
wapgon's functions to assignable
buttons on your tractor.

PACKED with lots of standout
featuras, the Giga Vitesse 02
Serios is a pleasure to use. From
its use of clever automation 1o its
smart design features, there
has clearly been a lot of thowght
put into the operation and
maintenanco of this wagon.

On top of all the features and
functions, we also ke how the
manufacturer has developed it

Wagons and in many instances,
has chosen to aveid what could
possibly be perceived as gimmicky
foatures, focusing more on
reliability and simplicity.

Owerall, for customers woishing
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our test machine cxample, cortainty
provide plenty of food for thought
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